Table 3: The capital value of Sudan livestock in 2009, Sudanese

pounds (SDG)
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Table 4: Gross value of livesiock production in 2009, Sudanese

pounds (SDG)
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The estirnates in Tables 3 and 4 are indicative anly, Because little
field rasearch on lvestock production has been conducted In rural
areas of Sudan in the last couple decades, these estimates rely in
large measure on studies on Sudanese lvestock production that
are a guarter of a century old, Mareover, the official producer
prices used in these calculations are based on markat surveys in
northern Sudan, despite the lkelihgod thal prices in southern
Sudan are substantially different from those in the north.

Even at the crude level of precision that is now possible, the
magnitude af the difference between livesiock oulpul in narthern
and southern Sudan is notable.

Policy Recommendations

* Itis essential that a livestock census or large scale sample
survey be undertaken &5 s00n a5 possible in both norh
and south Sudan. Until a reasonably complete national
Census or large-scake livesiock surey has beaen conducted,
there can be no compalling answer to the guestion of the
econamic vahes of Sudanese livestock and  livestock
products.

= With techaical support from inlerested infermationgl and
national resaarch institutes and universities, MARF and

SCES should undertake @ national survey of the value of
animal power 13 the economy In northern Sudan and of the
rale af animal power in sustaining both rural and wban
liwglihoods. This survey should include all forms of animal
traction, transport and haulage by all species of working
animals - cattle, aquines and camels - in rural &nd wban
areas and in all economic  sectors - agnicullurne,
rmanufacturing and services. As well a5 the commercial
provision of animal power, the surviry should assess the
monetary value of the serdces that working animaks
direstly proside for their cwners,

= In Ethiopla, ower half of livestock exports are unofficial. but
at least the magnitude of the unofficial rade can be
roughly estimatad from ecademic and project-based
studies. The same & nol e for either northem or
sputhern  Sudan, where we know  that unofficial
crogsborder  live animal rading  exists but there &
insufficient evidence to estimate the importance or size of
trade flows, As a regional ofganizaton commitled o
regional trade, IGAD should support investigations of
unadfigial livestock trading fram  bolth northermn and
southern Sedan. Some ides of the extent of this trade s
essential to formulating policies © Support  regional
acomomic integration.

= Despite data shoricomings mentioned above, il is clear
that livestock are the largest subssctor of the Sudanese
domestic econgdy and are 8 growing contributor o
exports. The great bulk of all livestock production -
possibly 0% af the atal, though o one really knows The
actual figure - comes from small holders and migratory
producers. To & remarkable extént, the Sedanese eopnomy
is based on a combination of mobile and sedentary
pastoral and agropasioral production by farming and
harding households in almaost avary region and stata. it is
egsential thal Swedanese policy makers recognize the
centrality of pastoralism to their economy and take
practical sleps to support the livestock sector,
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bricfing paper ane given in the arginal report: The Confribution of
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& rmacent rmeport by IGAD  (imtergowermmental  Authority  on
Development) demonstrates the centrality of livestock to the
Supdanace econdmy (IGAD LP Working Paper MNo. 01 - 12, The
Condribubion of Livesiook fo the Sudanase EComriyl

The most commonly quoted measure of the mportance of an
aconomic sactor ar industry is the size of Hs contribution to the a
nation's mational gross domestie product (GDPL  From  this
perapactive, Sudan's offigial national accounts reveal the very
significant contribution made by livestock to the country's domestic
aconomy, Lising official statistics compiled before the independence
af South Sudan, ivestock has in racent years consistently prosidad
more than 66t of the estimated value added to the agriculiural
sector, and is A substantiglly more important  contributor 1o
agricultural GOP than crop farming.

With the advert of ol production and exparts in the late 19005, tha
relative contribution of the agricutberal sectar to GOP has declined,
but &1 no time in the last decade has the contribution of petroleum
o GOP come ¢lose to equalling the contribution of agriculture, of
which livestock provides the biggest part. Livestock is by value the
largest subsector of Sudan's domestic economy, larger evan than
patroleum.

While not a5 large as s domestic econamis contribution, livesiock's
share of exports is considerabde, and it s growing - up from less
than 10% in the 1960s to just undar 0% today. i would appear that
the era in which crops dorninated the agricultural export scene s
past Taking & balanced view of their combined damestic and espar
significance, officsal figures suggest that the livestock and arog
subsectors are now relatively evenly balanced in thair contribution to
the Sudanasa aconomy.

This repart refers o statistics on the Regublic of Swdan prior 1o the
independence of Soulh Suedan, and therefore oovers what has
pecome both Morth and South Sudan,

The estimation of agricultural GDP in Sudan

The Ministry of Animal Resouwrces and Fisheses (MARF) provides
st of the afficial data on ivestaock praduction and trade and the
Swdan Central Bureau of Statistics (SCBS) prepares the official
national accounis estimates.

Sudan follows the production apgroach to estimating GOP, in which
the goods and services produced by all categories of economic

activity arg summarized to arrive at total GDP. For Ivestock this
approach Involves faur stegee. Fiest, national livestock pogulations
are egtimated. Second, prodection coefficients are appled 1o the
livestock population estimates bo generale astimates of the total
output of goods such as meat, milk, butter, dung for fuel ete, Third,
based on market surveys, a monetary valee expressad in Sudanese
pounds - the gross value af autput - is ascribed to the total output
of esch WKind of livesteck product. Finelly, input costs (intermediate
costs) are deducted Tram the grass value of autpul 1o defive valus
e,

The production approach followed by Sudan is a reliable mathod for
estimating agricultural GOF. The prodern in Sudan 8 thet the
socuracy af the enting caloulation rests on an estimate of the size of
the country's livestock population, and there bas bean no attempt 1o
count the national herd since 1575,

Figure 1 presents officlal estimates of the numbers of Ivestack In
Sudan fram the eady 20th cenury o the present. The numbers in
Figure 1 have been generated by a variety of estimation procedures;
the subjective estimates of experienced sanior veterinary officers in
the colonial period, an aaral survey in 1975, constant assumed
rates of growth, and aince the late 19%80s, & herd Erowth and output
model, Except during an extreme drought in the mad-1980s, all
these estimation techniques depsct an ever larger national herd,
with remarkably high rates of growth in the 19890s,

Figure 1
Official estimates of livestock numibers iin
Sudan, 1926-2010
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